


INISHMAAN at the Kitchen. She said she liked the role a 
lot – she played the old drunken grandmother. “You come 
in, say only a couple of lines, get most of the laughs, and 
then you have a lot of time backstage to read.” I played the 
silent, frightened auntie – I didn’t get many laughs, but I 
did spend a lot of time backstage with Judith.  It was during 
this production that she shared her love of opera, musical 
theater, music, travel, puzzles and forgave me - because I 
was raised in Brooklyn – for not being a Yankees fan.

Judith asked a lot of questions about the Kitchen. She also 
offered some advice, responses to the work and thoughts 
on the Ithaca theater community. It was during this 
production she decided to start knitting the dishcloths that 
have become so identified with the Kitchen. She thought it 
would be a great way of enticing people to subscribe early, 
helping the ever-challenging cash flow challenge.

She said she would make 25 dishcloths and the first 25 to 
subscribe would get the dishcloth as a thank you. It worked 
so well, she immediately made another 25.  Judith told me 
each dishcloth took about an hour to knit.  And she made 
hundreds of them in the craziest of colors.  Over the years 
the dishcloth has become a highly sought after item. “Did 
I subscribe early enough to get a dishcloth?”  This fall she 
made more.  We never knew when Judith would arrive with 
another shopping bag full. 

For the past three years Judith had been one of my muses. 
When I wrote WINTER TALES, I knew she had to be 
the narrator, play the mother and be part of the first story-
theater style play I directed at the Kitchen.  She was terrific. 
Always ready to try something-always ready with a red pen 
to correct something-always ready to enjoy the process of 
making theater. 

Fifteen months ago after the second play with the same 
characters, REBECCA RETURNS, closed, I asked her if I 
could plan on her being in the Main Stage musical for this 
season. She was already experiencing life with cancer. She 
said, “I’d love to.  Just be ready if something happens.”

In writing BED NO BREAKFAST Judith was my muse. 
The central character is a single, older woman, who enjoys 
people but can just as easily curl up with a book and have 
an aria playing in the background. When Judith did the 
first read-through of the play, I had a sigh of relief.  She 
made the character work!  She was going to be the glue to 
hold it together.  When we took a break, she said, “I like 
her.”  For a playwright that means a lot.  That night she 
and I talked on the phone and she said she hoped I had 
listened to her to “be ready if something happens” because 
something had. Our conversation was filled with a lot of 
“I’m sorries” on both sides. The plan for her to be in the 
play could not reverse the disease; no matter how much she 
wanted to be there and I wanted and needed her there, it 
was not to be.  She was too ill. 

About two years ago, Judith started adding a little paper 
note to the dishcloths for early subscribers.  It said “from 
our Kitchen to your kitchen.” It was an honor to have her 
think about it being “our” kitchen. 

There are dishcloths for the coming season’s early 
subscribers.  We thought about changing what we do 
with the fifty she made for us, but we think she would 
have wanted it to go on just as she planned when she first 
started it.  I imagine her original notion of the thank you 
gift being a major motivator will have even more effect 
this year.

I loved being able to call Judith on the phone and ask her a 
question. She was filled with information and opinions. It 
was an honor to be among the people she included in her 
life.   I will, as we all will, miss her.

SUPPORTING THE KITCHEN

Two important events are coming up this month and 
next. First is our annual on-line auction. There are so 
many wonderful items that have been donated: trips, 
restaurants, services, workshops, clothing, artwork and 
more, all donated by friends of the theater to whom we are 
so grateful. If you haven’t participated before, please take a 
minute to visit the auction website. 

And in April the terrific annual Steppin’ Out of the Kitchen 
event. If you’ve never thought about going to Steppin’ Out 
of the Kitchen, I can tell you this. It is a big party with a 
small party feeling. You sit with friends, the food and wine 
flows and the entertainment is great fun. Both of these 
events are opportunities for our friends to support the 
work we do and enjoy themselves at the same time! 
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Stay Tuned -
the announcement of

our 2008 - 2009 season
is coming soon!

         KTC Auction is sponsored by

www.ktcauction.com  

The auction runs 
March 10 - 28 

(ending at 11PM) 

Steppin’ Out of the Kitchen ‘08
Monday April 28th 5:30-9:00pm

Superb dining and entertainment to benefit the  
Kitchen Theatre Company. Space is limited.  

To reserve ahead of the invitation,   
please call or email Jody at:  

272-0403 or Jody@kitchentheatre.org

Judith Holliday in WINTER TALES 05-06


